Not to be taken from this roo~ (CAUTION: Perchlorate salts are known to be explosive.)
The binucleating ligand provides a delocalized 1t system to promote interaction between the two metal atoms. At the same time, the macrocyclic metal binding sites _impart thermodynamic stability and inhibit metal dissociation. · By virtue of its structure, the di-iron compound exhibits several unusual properties, among which is an intense absorption band in the near-infrared with e = 14,000 M_-1 cm-1 at 874 nm in acetonitrile. (Figure 2 ) In fact, it was because of this band, which we found during the preparation of a related monomeric macrocyclic compound 3 , that we became interested in isolating and investigating II.
A schematic representation of the molecule is shown (Figure 3 
